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This is one of many sections that contain information, photos, newspaper articles, internet items, etc. 
of the St. Matthews area and especially of Waggener High School.  Many of the items came from Al 
Ring’s personal collections but many people have helped and I have tried to give credit where I can.  
 

The purpose of this “collection” was to create the history of Waggener and the students and teachers 
who were there during my time.  Being retired I now have time to do many of the things I have al-
ways wanted, this project is just one of them.  The collection is continuing today, so if you should 
have old or new information on the St. Matthews area from 1950 to 1962 or Waggener High, please 
contact Al Ring. 
 

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should 
remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles and photos.   Credit to the source of 
the photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that many items are not identified 
and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are 
not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-
Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications.  Books that we have used for some 
information include, Randy, Cactus, Uncle, Ed and the Golden age of Louisville Television, Wag-
gener High School Alumni Directory 1996, Waggener Traditional High School Alumni Directory 
2007, Memories of Fontaine Ferry Park, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass by Samuel W. 
Thomas, St. Matthews, 25 Years a City Two Centuries a Community, St. Matthews 1960-1995, Wag-
gener Lair’s 1958 to 1962, The Holy Warrior, Muhammad Ali, Louisville’s Own (An Illustrated En-
cyclopedia Of Louisville Area Recorded Pop Music From 1953 to 1983).  
 
Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the information for any 
purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission from the source.   
  
 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Explanation of the following pages, (Please Read) 
 
This section is on the history of Waggener High School Sports.  
Several alumni have helped by providing information for this sec-
tion along with many articles from The Voice Of St. Matthews and 
the Chit–Chat and a few from The Courier-Journal. We appreciate 
everyone’s contributions.  Also, much of the information is from 
editions of the Waggener Year books, the Lair. 
 
 
 

HELP NEEDED 
 
If you have additional information, photos, etc. please get them to 
Al Ring so they may be shared with the Alumni of Waggener and 
friends.  Your help is appreciated and needed. 
 
You can contact me (Al Ring) at  —      ringal@comcast.net  
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Courtesy Brad Arterburn (60), January 18, 1959: 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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January 15, 1959 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 

January 22, 1959 

January 23, 1959, The Chit-Chat 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: January 22, 1959 



Courtesy The Chit-Chat, January 23, 1959: 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 

Cats split with Southern, Eminence, by Nick Lamkin 
 

Waggener’s bid for an even record failed, as the Wildcats lost a 52-50 thriller to Southern Friday, but rebounded to trample 
Eminence 74-55 Saturday. 
 

Two free throws by Robert Kingsley, with 14 seconds left, provided the winning margin for Southern in the game played at 
Masonic Home. 
 

The Wildcats saw a 10-point halftime advantage disappear under a third quarter Trojan rally.  Waggener dominated first-half 
action, controlled the boards and getting the necessary points.  The Cats’ inability at the foul line, however, cost them the 
game. 
 

Waggener spurted in from 17-8 near the close of the first quarter, increased that to 27-15 and appeared to have the issue set-
tler.  The Wildcats hit their cold spell just as Southern turned hot. 
 

The Trojans started  slicing at the lead and pulled up even at 28-28.  Gibbs Reese and Mike Gambill kept the Cats ahead 34-
31, and 34-33, but Southern went in front 39-36. 
 

The last quarter was a nip and tuck duel to the finish.  Field goals by Ramey Simpson and Reese and a free toss by Chuck 
Armstrong put the Wildcats back on top 41-39.  Southern seesawed Up front 48-44. 
 

Four straight points by Reese knotted it at 48-4, but Southern again took the lead 54-48.  Brad Arterburn countered with a 
lay-up, but Kingsley tosses spelled doom. 
 

Reese led Waggener with 14 points.  Simpson followed with 13, and Arterburn gathered nine.  Dave June collected 17 for 
Southern. 
 

Eminence kept up with Waggener the 
first half, but the Wildcats explored in 
the third quarter for victory. 
 

The fired up Wildcats led for most of 
the first quarter, gathering their biggest 
lead at 10-4.  Simpson and Arterburn 
started finding the range and pulled 
Waggener up 13-13, at the quarter. 
 

The second stanza was a ??????? Af-
fair with the Cats going into intermis-
sion with a 27-25 advantage.  Gambill 
fired a fast-second 44-footer that was 
true to the mark, but he released the 
ball a fraction of a second after the 
buzzer. 
 

In the third quarter, the Wildcats hit for 
25 points, while limiting Eminence to 
11.  This proved to be the deciding 
factor in the outcome of the contest, 
for the teams each tallied up 22 in the 
last chapter. 
 

Gambill led Waggener scoring, stuff-
ing in 28 points but had to yield scor-
ing honors to Tom Wood of Eminence 
who tallied 31.  Simpson gathered 12, 
Arterburn 1? and Burt Stokes playing 
his best game this season notched nine. 
 
The Wildcat record now stands at five 
wins, seven losses. 

January 29, 1959 
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February 12, 1959 

February 12, 1959  

February 21, 1959, Probably The Courier-Journal  
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Courtesy Brad Arterburn (60):  
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Courtesy Brad Arterburn (60):  



Courtesy The Chit-Chat, February 20 & March 26, 1959: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Waggener High Sports:                          1959 



Courtesy The Chit-Chat, February 20, 1959: 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

February 19, 1959 

 

 

February 19, 1959 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Waggener High Sports:                          1959 

Courtesy Brad Arterburn (60), March 5, 1959:  
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Courtesy Brad Arterburn (60):  
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Courtesy Brad Arterburn (60):  
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

March 5, 1959 

March 12, 1959 
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Courtesy Danny Gray (61), March 3, 1959:  

 

 March 5, 1959,  
The Voice Of St. Matthews 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, March 12, 1959: 

March 12, 1959 

 

 



Courtesy The Chit-Chat, March 26, 1959: 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

March 26, 1959 

 March 19, 1959 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 

Cat’s didn’t have a bad year, by Nick Lamkin, March 26, 1959 
 

With everything finished in high school basketball, now is the appropriate time to review the past year; a year that was pret-
ty good to Waggener’s Wildcats. 
 

The Cats finished with an 8-13 record, but picked up then needed experience by battling four-year schools.  The Wildcats 
also fought many regional-headed squads for all they were worth. 
 

Waggener started out on the right foot with a 53-32 victory over Country Day on December 5, but then dropped successive-
ly tilts to Oldham county (55-47) December 19, and Butler (54-38) December 12. 
 

The Wildcats grabbed their second win with a 65-41 romp over Eminence, but then lost a thrilling 42-37 contest against 
Atherton.  The Cats then ventured to the Oldham County invitational on the 26th and 27th and dropped both tilts, a 67-55 
loss to the eventual winner, Oldham County and a 45-42 setback to Durrett. 
 

Waggener opened the January campaign with a 63-47 loss to Fern Creek, but rebounded with successive wins over DeSales 
and Durrett, before dropping a 52-50 game to Southern. 
 

The Wildcats added four more notches to their win stack with a 74-58 annulation's of Eminence, a rallying 55-50 victory 
over DeSales and impressive 63-48 pounding of Durrett and a squeaking 51-48 win over Midway. 
 

Waggener then dropped six straight tilts. 
 

The Cats’ scoring was recently balanced as was shown in the past season’s games.  Mike Gambill led Waggener with an 
11.43 average, gathering 240 points in 21 games.  Brad Arterburn followed with a 9.24 slate grabbing 194 points in 21.  
Pivot man Gibbs Reese was third in scoring, earning a 7.24 average. 
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April 2, 1959 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 April 2, 1959 



April 30, 1959 

April 9, 1959 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 April 9, 1959 



Courtesy The Chit-Chat, April 30, 1959: 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. 

April 30,, 1959 

 

 May 7, 1959 



Courtesy The Chit-Chat, May 29, 1959: 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 May 14, 1959 

May 28, 1959 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 
September 10, 1959 

 May 21, 1959 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, September 4, 1959: 
 

Wildcats willing but lack speed, passing 
 

The Waggener Wildcat football team for 1959 is plenty willing to work, but coach Martin Deim would give a lot if he had a 
fast man and a passer in the backfield. 
 

He thinks his boys will give a good account of themselves defensively, and they’ll do all right on running plays inside of 
tackle. 
 

But the club’s main weakness is lack of speed.  “We have no fast men at all,” the coach said.  “I wish we had just one.” 
 

Passers “Wood and Sundberg are fast passers, but not outstanding.”  He was referring to quarterback.  Perry Wood, a 140-
pound runner, and Dan Sundberg, 160, a junior. 
 

He expects he’ll do all right in the punting department.  “Bobby Leason’s a good punter,” he a said.  “We think he’ll do a 
real good job.” 
 

For a school entering its first year with a senior class, Waggener has a fairly rough schedule.  They open September 11 away 
from home against Providence, a big team.  Other away-from-home games are with Durrett, September 23; Butler, October 
2; Oldham County, October 9; and DeSales, October 30. 
 

Home games are E.M.I., September ??; Country Day, October 16; Atherton the 23 and Seneca, November ??. 
 

First line of paragraph missing—Coach Deim said.  They’ve been putting in four hours a day during all the heat.  One day 
four boys passed out in the morning.  They were back that afternoon. 
 

The starting line-up is fairly definite.  At center will be Fred Neikirk, 170 pounds senior.  The guards will be Brent Robbins, 
senior, 165, and Les Snyder, junior, 165.   
 

At quarterback, it’s a toss-up between Sundberg and Wood.  At half will be Bobby Sexton, senior, 160, and Steve Graef, 
junior, 170.  The fullback will be junior Fred Davis, 210-pound son of former pro star Fred Davis, Sr. who played with Ala-
bama and the Chicago Bears. 
 

Waggener home games will be played on the new field constructed with funds raised by the Waggener Development Asso-
ciation. 
 

The roster is not closed.  “We’re anxious for any boys who haven’t come out yet in understand it’s not too late,” coach 
Deim said.  “There’s always room for talent.  A lot of boys have been away on vacation.”  He sounded a bit wistful, a bit 
hopeful. 
 

He has a high opinion of St. X after his boys scrimmaged Monday with the Tigers.  “They’re one of the best in the State,” 
he said.  “I saw Coach John Meihaus after a play walk up to one of the boys and tell him he couldn’t expect to play with St. 
X if he kept on tackling like that. 
 

“We need some of that same school spirit.  As soon as we build up a football tradition, like St. X, we’ll be all right.” 
 

Coach Deim succeeds Dave Aspy who 
piloted the wildcats to a 2-6-1 record 
last year.  A native of Shelbyville and 
a graduate of Shelbyville High, he is 
28 years old. 
 

At Centre College he majored in Eng-
lish and minored in physical educa-
tion, the two subjects he teachers at 
Waggener.  He coached football, bas-
ketball and baseball two years at Dan-
ville, and coached football and basket-
ball two years at the Norfolk Naval 
Station. 
 

He was in the Navy two years.  He got 
out a year ago, and last year coached at 
Norfolk Catholic High.  He married a 
girl from Norfolk, Jean Craig. 
 

They have a son, Edward Brice, 4 
months, and live in Moorland.  Mr. 
Deim attends St. Margaret Mary Cath-
olic Church. 

Waggener High Sports:                          1959 

WAGGENER.  Getting the 
word from coach Marty Deim 
are Wildcats Fred Neikirk, (left) 
Kit Georgehead, and Steve 
Graef.  The team has been prac-
ticing four hours a day. 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

September 24, 1959 

September 17, 1959 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 

September 24, 1959 



Waggener Football—1959—Game against KMI 
Rich sends letter to his Dad, who was on a business trip. 
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Courtesy Rich stokes (60): 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

October 1, 1959 

 
October 1, 1959 

October 8, 1959 

 

October 8, 1959 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 October 8, 1959 

 October 15, 1959 
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Courtesy Brent Robbins 
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Courtesy Brad Arterburn (60):  



Courtesy The Chit-Chat, October 16, 1959: 
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Courtesy Woody Axton (61):  October 16, 1959 
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Courtesy Woody Axton (61):  October 16, 1959 
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NOTE:  This is Mr. Duncan 



Courtesy Woody Axton (61):  October 16, 1959 
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Courtesy Woody Axton (61):  October 16, 1959 
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Courtesy Woody Axton (61):  October 16, 1959 
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Courtesy Woody Axton (61):  October 16, 1959 
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Courtesy Woody Axton (61):  October 16, 1959 
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Courtesy Woody Axton (61):  October 16, 1959 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 October 15, 1959 

October 22, 1959 

 

October 22, 1959 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

October 22, 1959 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 October 29, 1959 



November 5, 1959 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

November 12, 1959 

November 19, 1959 
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Courtesy Daniel T. “Danny” Gray, III, (61)  
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Courtesy Daniel T. “Danny” Gray, III, (61)  
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Courtesy Daniel T. “Danny” Gray, III, (61)  
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Courtesy Daniel T. “Danny” Gray, III, (61)  
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Courtesy Daniel T. “Danny” Gray, III, (61)  
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Courtesy Daniel T. “Danny” Gray, III, (61)  
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Courtesy Daniel T. “Danny” Gray, III, (61)  
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Courtesy Daniel T. “Danny” Gray, III, (61)  



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 

Waggener closes great season by defeating Seneca, by Nick Lamkin, November 12, 1959 
 

Waggener closed out a magnificent season with a crushing 38-7 stomp over Seneca's Redskins Thursday afternoon at Wag-
gener. 
 

The Wildcats struck for six touchdowns, three of them in the last quarter.  Bobby Sexton tallied three of the Cats’ markers 
and boosted his County-leading point total to 69.  In doing so, Waggener finished with a sparking 6-2-1 record, the best in 
the school’s young history. 
 

Waggener started the scoring onslaught with a tally the first time they got the ball.  Getting the kickoff on their own 39, it 
took just 13 plays for Sexton to score from the one-foot line.  Elliott Neubauer’s attempt at the extra point went wider. 
 

The eager Wildcats grabbed their second touchdown on the first play of the second quarter.  A 51-yard pass-and-run play 
from quarterback Chuck Armstrong to Brad Arterburn produced the score.  Again the try for extra point failed and Wag-
gener owned a 12-0 advantage. 
 

Near the end of the half half-back Perry Wood, with ????? great downfield blocking by Kit Georgehead, Fred Davis and 
Neubauer, ripped off a 55-yard ????-down jaunt only to have a clipping penalty spoil the run. 
 

The Wildcat defense again ???? In and set up the cats’ next six pointer.  Three plays after the opening kickoff of the second 
half Charlie Baldwin recovered a Redskin fumble on the Seneca one-foot line,.  On the nest play Sexton made it 19-0 
when ???? placement went true. 
 

Seneca grabbed their ????? ???? on an eight-yard pass to by quarterback Charles Buck???? To Joe Weber.  Tom Hesley 
kicked the extra point.  The scoring opportunity was set up by a ???? punt on the Cat 42. 
 

Fullback Steve Graef ????? T.D. back on a 16-yard ????? ???? the start of the last quarter.  The play climaxed a 66-
yard ????? that took ten plays.  The rest of a light series was a ?????? run by Armstrong that took the football from midfield 
to the Redskin 31. 
 

Before anyone had blinked their eyes, 
Waggener had a second marker of the last 
frame. 
 

Richie Stokes picked off a Seneca aerial 
on the enemy 29 and ran it over for the 
score. 
 

Seneca dived over for the one pointer and 
the wildcats had a comfortable 32-7 lead. 
 

The Cats quickly scored their last touch-
down on a nine-yard sprint by Sexton.  
The score ended an 84-yard drive that 
took but six plays.  Graef set up the tally 
with a sparkling 60-yard run on a perfect-
ly-executed draw.  The sprint carried the 
oval from the wildcat 19 to the Seneca 
21.  A run attempt at the extra point was 
halted short of the goal and the final 
score was set at 38-7. 
 

The County champs got another scoring 
opportunity, but the game ended with the 
ball resting on the Redskin eight. 
 

The game was a great finish to a great 
year. 
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December 3, 1959 



Courtesy The Chit-Chat, November 19, 1959: 
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Courtesy The Chit-Chat, November 19, 1959: 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, November 26, 1959: 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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December 3, 1959 

December 10, 1959 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

December 17, 1959 

 December 10, 1959 

 

December 24, 1959 



Courtesy The Chit-Chat, December 17, 1959: 
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Courtesy The Chit-Chat, December 17, 1959: 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, December 31, 1959: 
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Courtesy of 1959 Lair.   



Waggener Football—1959—Game against KMI 
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Courtesy Rich stokes (60): 

Coach Deim Some play Rich Stokes 
Defensive corner back 

Band & Cheerleaders 
 

Kickoff 
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Courtesy of 1959 Lair.   

Men’s Swim Team 
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Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives:            Building A Greater Waggener 
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Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives:            Building A Greater Waggener 
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Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives:            Building A Greater Waggener 
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From April 20, 1959 Chit-Chat, Patrick Crawford, Doc Adams, Dave Aspy, Art Draut, 
Vernon Jones, carry Coach Adams to shower, man in glasses in rear not named 

Courtesy Patrick Crawford: 

Courtesy Dan Gray (61): 


